


Chuck Weiss shoulders a tribble, a furry,
superfertile invader from one of the most
popular ‘Star Trek’ episodes.

FOR STAR TREK FREAKS,
CHUCK AND SANDY KEEP THE

Behind the counter at the Federation
Trading Post, Chuck and Sandy help two
Trekkies make their purchases.

‘ENTERPRISE’ SAILING

l.ike other Star Trek addicts, Charles
Weiss, 28, and Sandy Sarris, 29, were
outraged when NBC grounded the
Starship Enterprise and its celestial
crew in 1968 after three years and 79
episodes.

Exchanging trivia and watching re-
runs weren’t enough for Weiss and
Sarris, who had first met, appropriately,
ata San Francisco Star Trek fan club
meeting. Eight months ago they
opened a hole-in-the-wall store in
Berkeley, Calif., hoping to cash in on
the national craze for Trek memora-
bilia. It worked. The Federation Trading
Post (which, as any genuine Trekkie
knows, is a market in space patronized
by the Enterprise crew) has grossed
over $75,000 and spawned a satellite
store in midtown Manhattan.

A former industrial filmmaker in San
Francisco (who had become a Trek fan
in the Navy), Weiss discovered a year
ago that he was allergic to film pro-
cessing chemicals. Seeking a new
career, he took out a loan to buy a vid-
eotape machine to show Trek episodes
atlocal club meetings. Then he met
Sandy. “l had a boyfriend but he hated
Star Trek,” she says. “|l used o hang
up on him if he called during the show.”

Soon after moving in together,
Sandy and Chuck organized a two-day
Trek convention. To their astonish-
ment, they had to turn away 1,000 fans
for lack of space in alocal high school.
Those who got in bought every kind
of Star Trek spinoff in sight, from
T-shirts to paperbacks.

It was all the encouragement the two
needed to go into business. On open-
ing day three months later 1,500 people
were lined up in front of the Federa-
tion Trading Post. Best-selling items
are $2 posters of Captain Kirk and Mr.
Spock, the starship’s pointy-eared first
officer. Also popular are bumper stick-
ers—*“Star Trek Lives” and “Keep on
Trekkin’ ”—and buttons—*“Beam me
up” (a crew member’s request to
enter the spaceship after being dema-
terialized). Many scientifically inclined
Trekkers spend hours poring over
the Starfleet Technical Manual, a best-
seller at $6.95. It includes “documents”
concerned with the founding of the
United Federation of Planets plus di-
agrams of such essential equipment as
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a phaser (a weapon), a communicator
(a sort of walkie-talkie and a homing
device used to locate missing Enter-
prise members) and a tricorder (a
modified computer). True Spock wor-
shipers can also buy a pair of pointed
foam rubber ear tips for $6.

Weiss characterizes his clients as
“teenie-boppers intrigued by personal-
ities, the technically minded fans
interested in the hardware and those
who are taken with the philosophy of
the Enterprise crew.” Sandy adds
another category: “Spockies—little
girls just reaching puberty. To them
Spock is the ultimate sex symbol, be-
cause he’s so aloof.”

Sporting foam-rubber Spockian ears,
Chuck Weiss (with partner Sandy Sarris)
gives Spock’s mysterious Vulcan hand-
greeting.

Weiss and Sarris have long since
paid off their original $2,500 bank loan,
plus $1,000 for merchandise which
Sandy had run up on her Master
Charge. Weiss now looks forward to a
national chain of science fiction stores,
while Sandy labors over a grammar and
syntax for Klingonii—the language
spoken by the Klingons, deadly ene-
mies of the Star Trek crew. Together
they vow to fulfill the planet Vulcan
motto promulgated by Mr. Spock: Live
long and prosper. DORI DOMINIS

A toothbrush
without a flosser
is only half a

Dentists agree:
f you don't floss,

you haven’t done
the whole job.

$’I 98
AT MOST
STORES

Introducing
the Daily Double
Brush N Floss.

It reaches deep into the Cavity Zone
where no ordinary toothbrush can
go...to floss out, clean out the
spaces between the teeth where
most cavities start.
The floss is there
when you need it—every day.

Convenient to use, easy to advance.
The exclusive flosser holds 40 yards
(about 6 months supply) of dental
floss taut—the way it works best.

Multi-tufted nylon bristles in soft,
medium or firm are rounded to
polish without damaging tooth
enamel or gums. Brush heads and
floss refills are available wherever
Daily Double Brush N Floss is sold.
Or, write to:

JANAR PRODUCTS
4615 East Paris Road
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49507
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